RESEARCH AND THE   UNIVERSITY                                H

theory."6 Thus, scientific research mostly deals with the
discovery of fundamental laws and operations peeping
into the working of nature. Whereas, the research in Social
Sciences deals with the development of a body of princi-
ples to enable us to identify problems and also find
out solutions to solve those problems that confront in the
society. Sometimes, the findings of research may offer
some guidelines to develop practical solutions to solve
immediate problems of the society. Scientific discoveries
in ancient times, were started when inquisitive people be-
gan to study about astronomy and the natural phenomenon
of the universe. Earlier observations about natural pheno-
mena were mostly attributed to superstition and magic.
Thucydides, a Greek historian, first stated that the eclipse
of the Sun occurred on the new moon day. The Pytha-
goreans later discovered the correct theory of both solar
and lunar eclipses and inferred that the earth is a sphere
from the shape of its shadow on the moon. In India, seers
also made studies and observations, trying to formulate
theory about universe and natural phenomena. As such, the
discoveries of eclipses, comets solar system became the
domain of the Science.

Plato and Aristotle among Greeks have made a very
significant contribution in the field of philosophy, logic and
astronomy through their investigations.

In modern times, the importance of research and
need for the development of scientific knowledge has been
recognised universally. The whole spectrum of Research
and Development (R & D) activity deals with the deve-
lopment of scientific and technical knowledge in the field
of science and technology.

Events like Industrial Revolution, World War I and
World War II gave so much impetus to the research acti-
vity throughout the world. Scientific knowledge and tech-
nical skills became effective instruments not only to explore
and exploit natural resources but also to convert them
into goods and services to satisfy human wants. As stated
in the Education Commission Report "Every advance in
scienc* deepens our understanding of nature but it also